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In presenting my case for renewable
energy and transmission reform | must
commence with my opposition to an
Emissions Trading scheme as a solution
to the reduction of CO, emissions to the

atmosphere.
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An ETS is a process by which

the Government sells or gifts
permits to pollute.
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KEVIN Rudd has talked down
prospects of international agree-
ment at a crucial climate change
summit in Copenhagen in De-
cember, amid fresh predictions
the conference is doomed to
failure.

The Prime Minister warned
yesterday international agree-
ment was ‘‘not nearly a done
deal” and shifted his climate
change pitch to domestic poli-
tics, attacking opposition dis-
unity on the issue.

His attack came as Climate
Change Minister Penny Wong
also appeared pessimistic about
Copenhagen but said Australia
still embrace an emis-

The comments came as an
expert in international negotia-
tions told The Weekend Auslratl,}

agreement in Copenhagen be-
cause differences between the
positions of the US, the Euro-
pean Union, China and India
were too great.

Alan Oxley, a former senior
trade negotiator for the Austral-
jan government, said it would
take years to craft workable
agreements on reducing carbon
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But there were conflicting
indications about the prospects
for the meeting, with India
agreeing to set targets for reduc-
ing its carbon emissions and
confusion in the US about
whether the US Senate could
delay consideration of its pro-
posed climate change legisla-
tion.

Representatives of at least 170
governments will meet in the
Danish capital in December to
seek agreement on a global pact
to replace the Kyoto Agreement
on dimate change, which ex-
pires in 2012.



The supporting evidence for this Is the
fact that the Governments ETS
legislation makes concessions to pay

compensation to low Income earners for

the approximately $300 per year
Increase In their electricity bill.

This I1s evidence that the coal fired

generator proposes to go on polluting,
pay for certificates and pass on the cost.



Persons who genuinely accept that
they should pay more for their
electricity to save the planet are in

fact paying to continue the pollution.



Coal fired electricity generators have no
capacity at present to significantly
reduce their carbon emissions.

Such processes as carbon capture and
storage are yet to be proved feasible,
but even If so, the process will consume
between 20% and 50% of the output of
the power station.



The market dictates they must pay and
pollute.

The losers will be consumers who have
no opportunity to pass extra costs
onwards and primary production and

export manufacturers who are price
takers



Let us observe another factual statistic;
Australia IS responsible for
approximately 1.4% of the world
emissions.

That percentage will actually fall as such
economies as China and India increase
thelr percentage.



Therefore, were we {0 evacuate
Australia, Its climatic circumstances, as
effected by carbon emissions, will be
unchanged for the next 50 years.



The first time that Australians will have
some Indication of what the world’'s big
polluters might do to correct the
situation will possibly be when they
attend the UN Conference In
Copenhagen in December.



There are however many Initiatives that
the Australian Government could take to
Improve the efficiency of the Australian
electrical generation and transmission
system which would provide
measurable reductions In carbon
emissions and actually reduce, not
Increase, the cost of electricity.
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Energy — Transport or Transmit?
World electricity generation by fuel 2005-2030
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Only 20% of primary energy sources’ potential is used

to generate economic value
The rest is lost to conversion processes, transportation

and operational inefficiencies
Industrial Incustrial
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